
Geography
A Journey round the World



“Geography is the subject which holds the key 
to our future”. Michael Palin
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination 
about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We 
ensure teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 
resources and natural and human environments.  We aim to utilise our physical 
geography in our local area to offer enrichment of the Earth’s key physical geography 
teaching and also offer ample opportunities to ensure children deepen their human 
geography knowledge through carefully planned trips on a National level. Exposure to 
new experiences deepens character and allows our children to feel ready to navigate 
today’s world on a local, national and global level. As pupils continually progress, their 
growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding 
of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and 
use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at 
different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
All children have access to the geography curriculum, through careful planning, (GDS, 
SEND/Inclusion) and the curriculum is taught using a variety of teaching and learning 
methods which include adaptive teaching of the curriculum to enable access.



Geography in our EYFS

Many geographical skills and 
concepts are embedded in the 
Understanding the World area of 
learning.



EYFS Big 
Questions 
2025-26



Place and Location Awareness

At Castle Carrock, our children begin developing geographical 
understanding by:

• Talking about places they know: their home, nursery, or familiar 
local places.

• Learning about differences between environments (e.g. the 
countryside vs. the city).

• Using simple positional language: “next to,” “behind,” “near,” “far.”
• Exploring simple maps or globes (e.g. pointing to the UK or where 

animals live).



Learning About the Wider World

At Castle Carrock our children:

• Learn about other countries through stories, food, music, or celebrations.
• Understand that people live in different places and have different 
ways of life.
• Begin to notice features like deserts, jungles, or polar regions.



Environment and Nature

At Castle Carrock, our Children:

• Observe and describe the natural world (weather, seasons, 
plants, animals).

• Go on nature walks or outdoor exploration to observe features 
like trees, hills, ponds.

• Talk about changes in the environment (e.g. "It's getting colder 
now" or "The leaves are falling").



Cultural and Human Geography

At Castle Carrock, our children:

•Talk about different homes, communities, 
and ways of life.
•Explore how people live in different parts of 

the world.



Geography Key Stage 1
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the UK, and 
their local area. 

Key Geographical skills:
• Locational Knowledge

• Name and locate the four countries of the UK and their capital cities.

• Name the seas surrounding the UK.

• 2. Place Knowledge

• Understand similarities and differences between the local area and a contrasting non-European area (e.g., a small village in the UK vs. a village in Kenya).

• 3. Human and Physical Geography

• Identify basic physical features: beach, cliff, coast, river, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, season, weather.

• Identify basic human features: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop.

• 4. Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

• Use simple maps, including atlases.

• Use locational language (near, far, left, right).

• Use directions (north, south, east, west) in a simple way.

• Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features in the local environment.



Geography in 
Key Stage 1
2025-26



Geography in 
Key Stage 1 
2026-27



Geography Key Stage 2
Key Skills:

Locational Knowledge

• Locate the world’s countries, focusing on Europe and North and South America, including major cities.

• Identify key physical and human features.

Place Knowledge

• Understand similarities and differences between regions in the UK and globally (including contrasting non-
European regions).

Human and Physical Geography

• Physical geography topics: climate zones, biomes, rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes, water cycle.

• Human geography topics: types of settlement, land use, economic activity including trade links.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

• Use maps, atlases, globes, digital mapping to locate countries and features.

• Use 4-figure grid references, symbols, and keys.

• Conduct fieldwork to observe, measure, record, and present human and physical features.



Geography in 
Lower 

Key Stage 2 
2025-26



Geography in 
Lower 

Key Stage 2 
2026-27



Geography in 
Upper Key 

Stage 2- 
2025-26



Geography in 
Upper Key 
Stage 2 – 
2026-27
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