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“The more you know about the past, the better
prepared you are for the future” — Theodore
Roosevelt

* Our History curriculum helps pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and
understandlng of Britain’s past and that of the wider world and inspire
our children’s curiosity to know more about the past. We aim to

ﬁort children in becoming equipped to ask perceptive questions,
th|n critically, weigh evidence, and develop perspective and
judgement through having an awareness of how things have changed
from the past.

* History is taught in blocks each half term alternating with Geography.
We aim to provide hands on experiences by including visits where
children can see and handle historical artefacts and begin to
understand the footprints left from the past and determine the legacy
they want to leave for future generations.



History in our EYFS

As part of the Understanding the
World area of learning, children start to
explore the past in a very broad and
foundational way.
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Focus on Personal and Familiar History

At Castle Carrock, our children begin developing historical
understanding by exploring:

*Their own past (e.g. baby photos, birthdays, milestones).
eFamily members’ lives (e.g. how grandparents lived when they
were young).

eChanges over time in their own lives (e.g. growing taller, learning
to walk).

/ Example: Looking at a timeline of their life from baby to now,
with photos or drawings



EYFS- Building a sense of time

At Castle Carrock our children learn to:

eUse simple time-related vocabulary like yesterday, today, tomorrow,
a long time ago, before, after.

eRecognise routines and sequences (e.g. days of the week, daily schedules).
*Begin to understand the concept of past and present.

/ Example: Comparing old and new toys or houses;
discussing what has changed.



Explore the past through stories, objects
and role play

At Castle Carrock, our Children engage with history through:

eStories and traditional tales (some with historical settings or
lessons).

*Old and new objects — exploring artefacts, photos,
eor clothing from the past.
*Role play - pretending to be people from different times or jobs.

/ Example: A role play corner set up as a "Victorian home" or
"castle”.



Encouraging Curiosity and Critical Thinking

At Castle Carrock we encourage our children to

*Ask and answer simple questions: “Who is that?”, “Why did that happen?”, “What was it like in the
past?”

*Notice differences and similarities between past and present.
*Develop observational and listening skills.
¢ Example: “Why do you think people used candles instead of lights?”



History Key Stage 1

Introducing and understanding of chronology and making comparisons
between familiar items and experiences today and in the past

Our History curriculum will:

* Help pupils develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of
time.

* Encourage children to know where people and events they study fit within a chronological framework.

* Help pupils to understand similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.

 Use awide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.

* Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show understanding.

* Help pupils understand some ways in which we find out about the past (like stories, pictures, artifacts).

Children will be taught about:

« Changes within living memory (where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in
national life).

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (for example, the Great Fire of
London).

* The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international
achievements.

e Significant historical events, people, and places in their own locality.




History in

Key Stage 1

2025-26

How am | mal-c_.iﬁ;g
History?”

HISTORY
2025-26

=
-
L

How was$ school
different in the

past?

1 | kmowr that | can put
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History Key Stage 2

An enquiry-based approach to history aimed at developing historical skills, analysis and crucial historical knowledge. Our focus is
on building a broader and deeper understanding of historical periods, with more emphasis on cause and effect, continuity and
change, and interpreting historical evidence.

Our History curriculum will:

* Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local, and world history.

* Establish clear narratives within and across periods studied.

* Note connections, contrasts, and trends over time.

* Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.

* Help pupils understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

* Encourage children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, and develop perspective and judgement.
Children will be taught about:

* Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.

* The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.

* Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots.

* The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor.

* Alocal history study.

* A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066- The Tudors.
* The achievements of the earliest civilizations.

* Ancient Greece — a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.
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What does the

census tell us

about our local
area? .-

1 1 know that the census is taken once every
decade to count people and collect
information about them.

2 1 know that the census can tell us details like

name, age, occupation, marital status, and
place of birth.

3 | know that censuses, maps, and records of
births, marriages, and deaths are useful
sources for learning about local history.

4. | know that in 1851, census information was

collected by an enumerator who recorded
detalls from each household.

S | know that the 1921 census was the first to

include information about people’s place of
work and employers.

6 1 know that some women boycotted the 1911

census to protest for the right to vote.

7. 1 know that past censuses can be difficult to

use because of unclear writing, missing data,
or records being destroyed.

8 1 know that the "Office for National Statistics’

protects personal information in censuses.

9 I know that the census helps us understand

how peopie lived in the past and how
communities have changed.

10 I know that using sources lUke censuses and

maps can help us learn about the history of
owur local area.
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What did the
Greeks ever do for
us?

Core Knowledge

| know that ancient Greece was made up of
many city-states, each with its own laws and
rulers.

I know that the main periods in ancient Greek
history include the Minoan civilisation, the
Dark Ages, and the Classical Golden Age.
| know that the ancient Greeks believed in 12
main gods, ruled by Zeus, who mostly lived on
Mount Olympus.

.
| know that the ancient Greeks honoured their

gods by praying in temples and homes, and
by holding festivals and sporting events.
I know that Athens was a democracy, while
Sparta was an oligarchy.

I know that ancient Athens introduced direct
democracy, where citizens voted on decisions
themselves.

I know that Athenian democracy had threoe
parts: the assembly, the council, and the
courts.

1 know that philosophy is the study of
knowledge and involves asking deep
questions.

I know that Aristotie invented the study of
logic, and Plato developed the Socratic
method for teaching.

1 know that ancient Athenian democracy and
modern British democracy are different.
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| know that RanjitSingh was the leader who
established the Sikh Empire in the 19th
century.

1 know that the Sikh Misls were small
kingdoms in the Punjab region led by Sikh
leaders.
| know that Ranjit Singh unified the Sikh

isls through alliances and by winning
batties
| know that key Sikh beliefs include balief in
one God, social justice, and equality for all

people.
I know that Lahore was important to the
Sikh Empire because its location helped

with trade
1 know that ‘historically significant” means a
person or event considerad important by
historians.
| know that ‘remarkable” in history means
someone or something extraordinary.
| know that Ranjit Singh was significant
because he was a powerful, honest leader
who promoted peace and religious
inclusion.
1 know that Sophia Duleep Singh was the
granddaughter of Ranjit Singh.
i know that Sophia Duleep Singh is known
for supporting women's right to vote.
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How is the History scheme of work organised?

Substantive knowledge Tonic knowled Chronological Substantive
strands opic knowledge awareness (abstract) concepts

Disciplinary strands (HistnricalenquiryD ( Diic;zgggry )

Historical knowledge




Progrecsion of knowledge Chronological awareness

To know that someone’s age is the time since they were born. To know that a timeline shows the order events in the past To know that eventsin
happened. history may last different
To know that they started life as a baby but have since grown and changed. amounts of time.
To know that we start by looking at ‘'now’ on a timeline then look
To know that some people are older than others. back. To know a decade is ten
years.

To know that parents are older than children and grandparents are older than

To know that ‘the past’ is events that have already happened.
parents.

To know some language for talking about the passing of time and events that have Toknow that ‘the present’ is time happening now.

already happened, even if used inaccurately. (before, yesterday, last week, last year).
To know that within living memory is 100 years.

To know that beyond living memory is more than 100 years ago.

Lower Key stage 2 Upper Key stage 2

To know that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern. To understand the term “century”
and how dating by centuries works.

To know that we can use dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods. (e.g. the 1500s are known as the
16th century)

To know that BC means 'before Christ' and is the term used to date the years before Jesus was born.
To know relevant dates and

To know that AD means Anno Domini and can be used to show years from the year 1AD. relevant terms for the period and
period labels e.g.Stone Age, Bronze

To know that prehistory is the period of time before written methods and stretches until the Roman invasion in AD43. Age, Iron Age, Romans,
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Romans,

To know that prehistory is divided into the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Meolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Tudors, Greeks, Aztecs, and
Victorians.

To know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods are named after the materials that were commonly used to make tools.
To know that the Tudor period is the name of the period from 1485-1603 as this was when the Tudor family were the ruling family in England.

To know that the Victorian period is the period 1833-1%901 and roughly coincides with the years that Queen Victoria ruled.




Progreccion of skills Chronological awareness

EYFS (Reception)

Beginning to sequence events when describing them (e.g. daily routines, events in a story)

Recognising that some stories are set a long time ago.
Recognising significant dates for them (birthday).
Beginning to use common words and phrases for the passage of time, even if using inaccurately (e.g. yesterday, today, tomorrow, last week, "when | was in nursery...”)

Recounting activities that happened in their past using photos as a prompt.

Sequencing three or four events in their own life (e.g. birthday, starting school, starting Sequencing up to six photographs, focusing on the intervals between events.
Year 1).

Placing events on a timeline, building on times studied in Year 1.
Using common words and phrases for the passing of time (e.g. now, long ago, then, before,
after). Beginning to recognise how long each event lasted.
Sequencing three or four artefacts/photographs from different periods of time. Knowing where people/events studied fit into a chronological framework.

Placing events on a simple timeline.

Recording on a timeline a sequence of historical stories heard orally.




Progrecsion of skills

Lower key stage 2

Chronological awareness

Upper key stage 2

Sequencing events on a timeline, referring to times studied in KS1 to see where these fit
in.

Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle
ages and modern.

Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of
historical events or periods.

Using BC/AD/Century.
Sequencing eight to ten artefacts, historical pictures or events.

Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world
history across the periods studied.

Placing the time studied on a timeline.

Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity
and ancient.

Moticing connections over a period of time.

Making a simple individual timeline.

Sequencing events on a timeline, comparing where it fits in with times studied in previous
year groups.

Understanding the term “century” and how dating by centuries works.

Putting dates in the correct century.

Using the terms AD and BC in their work.

Using relevant dates and relevant terms for the period and period labels e.g.Stone Age,
Bronze Age, Iron Age, Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Romans, Tudors, Greeks, Aztecs,

and Victorians

Developing a chronologically secure understanding of British, local and world history
across the periods studied.

Placing the time, period of history and context on a timeline.
Relating current study on timeline to other periods of history studied.
Comparing and making connections between different contexts in the past.

Sequencing 10 events on a timeline.
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